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Issue 2  |   Volume  3  |   August  30, 2019From the Principal...
Dear Westbrook Families,

The energy and enthusiasm from our students has been contagious! We love having our Early Childhood students, 
kindergar teners, and first graders here! We are proud of our students for finishing their first full week!

Back to School Night  We look forward to having you at Westbrook?s Back to School Night! Please mark your calendar for 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4! This event for parents will provide an overview of the children?s learning objectives for the 

year, as well as other impor tant school information. We look forward to seeing you there! Thank you in advance for 

ar ranging childcare for this event, as this event is for adults only.  Please see the flyer for more information.

                                                      

Reading to Each Class One of my favor ite things to do is to read picture books to classes. It?s wonderful to hear the connections 

that students make with their lives, other books, or to each other. Karl Anderson (Assistant Pr incipal) and I have had the 

pleasure of reading to a few classes this week, and we look forward to reading to the rest of the classes next week. Mr. 

Anderson?s book Nerdy Birdy showcases two birds who are very different. Nerdy Birdy learns that you don't have to agree on 

everything to still be fr iends.  I read The Little Tree by Loren to first grade classes and Tomorrow I?ll Be Brave by Jessica 

Hische to kindergar ten and early childhood classes. 

Both of my books focused on bravery and trying new things. We talked about how we all felt a litt le nervous and scared on 

the first day of school, but how we were brave for trying something new! We also discussed how we are a family here at 

Westbrook and how we can cheer each other on when we try something new. 

While reading The Little Tree, I asked students what are some things that they can say to someone who is trying something 

new. Below are just a few of the responses that I heard:

- ?It?s okay. You can do it.?

- ?It might be hard, but you can do it!?

- ?We?re a family. We can cheer for each other.?

https://www.amazon.com/Little-Tree-Loren-Long/dp/0399163972/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=little+tree&qid=1567173435&s=gateway&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Tree-Loren-Long/dp/0399163972/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=little+tree&qid=1567173435&s=gateway&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Tree-Loren-Long/dp/0399163972/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=little+tree&qid=1567173435&s=gateway&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Tomorrow-Ill-Brave-Jessica-Hische/dp/1524787019/ref=sr_1_1?crid=T2UJUXPM9PAH&keywords=tomorrow+ill+be+brave+book&qid=1567182395&s=gateway&sprefix=tomorrow%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tomorrow-Ill-Brave-Jessica-Hische/dp/1524787019/ref=sr_1_1?crid=T2UJUXPM9PAH&keywords=tomorrow+ill+be+brave+book&qid=1567182395&s=gateway&sprefix=tomorrow%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tomorrow-Ill-Brave-Jessica-Hische/dp/1524787019/ref=sr_1_1?crid=T2UJUXPM9PAH&keywords=tomorrow+ill+be+brave+book&qid=1567182395&s=gateway&sprefix=tomorrow%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tomorrow-Ill-Brave-Jessica-Hische/dp/1524787019/ref=sr_1_1?crid=T2UJUXPM9PAH&keywords=tomorrow+ill+be+brave+book&qid=1567182395&s=gateway&sprefix=tomorrow%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-1
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Benchmark Assessments Along with teacher observations, parent feedback, and students? daily classroom work, 

the following benchmark assessments inform teachers? instruction to meet students? individual learning needs. 

Our Literacy Suppor t Services (LSS) and Math Suppor t Services (MSS) teachers are working on individually 

assessing every first grader and every kindergar tener on their early literacy and math skills. 

The information teachers receive about each child?s reading and math ability will be used to inform their 
instruction and monitor individual student growth. All K- 1st students will be reassessed on these skills in the 
winter and spr ing in order to measure growth. 

Early Literacy Skills 

- rhyming
- syllable awareness
- initial sounds
- segmenting
- blending sounds
- letter names and sounds
- sight words
- running records (1st grade only)

Early Math Skills

- number identification
- oral counting
- quantity discr imination
- basic computation (1st grade only)

Fall Conferences Westbrook will hold parent- teacher conferences on Tuesday, November  12, Thursday, 

November  14, and Tuesday, November  19 from 4:20- 8:20pm. We will be using an online conference scheduling 

system. 

Conference sign- ups will open on October 2nd at 8pm and close on November 1st at 10am. More information about this 

will be shared with you in the coming weeks. 

Follow Us on Twitter and Instagram Please follow us on Twitter and Instagram! Our username is: 

westbrook_school_d57. 

Thank you for your par tnership and suppor t! 

Kind regards,
Kr istin Vonder Haar
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Important  Informat ion from the School Nurse 

Physical /  Immunization repor ts: notifications will be sent home to parents next 

week if there is anything still outstanding.  Please send the required information 

to the Health Office ASAP or  pr ior  to October  15th in order to avoid exclusion 

from school. 

Eye Exam repor t: notifications will be sent home to parents (envelope iwill be in 
child?s backpack) if not received, please send ASAP or  pr ior  to October  15th. 

A HUGE THANK YOU... to parents who have sent in the needed paperwork.

Please keep the Health Office informed of any new health concerns, including 
injur ies...such as casts or stitches (a physician's note will be required regarding 
PE and recess restr ictions). 
 

Together...we will keep the children at Westbrook healthy and safe.

Julie Tworek, RN -  Westbrook Building Nurse

847- 394- 7340 Ext: 2005   

jtworek@d57.org

Kim Finner ty, RN -  Distr ict Nurse
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Principal's message continued...
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Safety Reminders at  Westbrook School  

- For  the safety of the students and staff , please do not br ing your  pet when dropping  
off  or  pick ing up your  chi ld. Even the fr iendl iest of pets w i l l  protect their  owner  i f   
they feel  they are in danger , many young chi ldren are afraid of them, and students  

may be affected by al lergies. The presence of an animal  can create an uncomfor table 
si tuation for  parents and staff . Thank  you for  your  cooperation. 

- We request that you discontinue al l  cel l  phone cal ls when you are dropping off  or  
pick ing up your  chi ld. Your  undivided attention w i l l  contr ibute to the safety of  

chi ldren and staff . 

- When wait ing at Door  9 for  your  student to be dismissed, please do not al low  anyone 
to cl imb on the wal l / fence. We would not want anyone to get hur t. 

Impor tant info about Student Attendance on our  2019/20 half- day Insti tute Day

Throughout the 2019/20 school year, there will be five days of half- day attendance for students throughout 
the Distr ict.

- At Westbrook, only 1st grade students will attend on those days from 9:20 to 12:20. Please note the 
difference dismissal time for our busers and walkers. Our 1st grade students will not need to br ing a 
lunch on these days.

- Our Kindergar ten and Circle of Fr iends students will enjoy the WHOLE day off for the five Institute 
Days  listed below.

- Our Kids' Corner program will only be available to our 1st grade students from 7:00 to 9:20a.m. Please 
make sure to inform your pr ivate daycare providers of this var iance in schedule.

Please contact the office if you have any questions or concerns. Below are the Half Day Attendance Dates.

*Non Attendance Day for Circle of Fr iends and Kindergar ten students

*1st grade 9:20 a.m.- 12:20 p.m.

Half Days Listed below:

Fr iday, October 11, 2019

Fr iday, January 17, 2020

Fr iday, February 14, 2020

Thursday, Apr il 9, 2020

Fr iday May 22, 2020
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Please make sure not to pack your 1st 
grader's snack in their lunchboxes. 

Students may not have access to their 
lunchboxes during the day.

 Retrieving snacks from lunchboxes 
at a different location is a big 

distraction in their day. 

Thanks for your help with this.

1st Grade Snacks

If your student is a bus rider, 
please make sure you attach the 
bus tag provided by the District 
Business office to the handle on 

top of your child's 
backpack.This tag is required to 

ride the buses. If you did not 
receive a tag, please contact the 

office Thanks!

Bus Tags

Reminder:
Please mark your student's lunchboxes, 
jackets and other belongings using 

permanent marker with their names so 
that we may return lost items to the  

proper children.

This will cut down on the number of items 
in our lost & found. Thanks!

All visitors and volunteers must enter the 
building through the office entrance(Door 1).  
Please sign in at the office and wear a visitors 

badge while in the school building.

Please be advised that no parent/ guardian is 
allowed to take their child off of the 

playground during school hours. Please follow 
school policy-- come to the office, sign the 
child out, and let the office staff locate the 

student.

Also if you plan to go to our playground 
during the school day, please stop by the office 
for a visitor tag so that the recess supervisors 

are aware of approved visitors.

We appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter.

Building Access

Check out   Westbrook 
School  for Young 

Learners on 
Instagram!!! 

https://www.instagram.com/westbrook_school_d57/
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September 2............................................................................................................................Labor Day - No School

September 4.................................................................................................................................Back to School Night

September 11 .......................................................................Circle of Friends Popsicles in the Park, 6pm

September 11...............................................................................................Ed Foundation Meeting, LRC, 7pm

September 18.......................................................................................................................PTO Meeting, LRC, 7pm

September 26.........................................................................Board of Education Meeting, 7pm, Fairview

September 30............................................................................No school - Buildings Closed

October 1..................................................................................................................................Picture Day

October 2.................................................................................................1st Grade Special Lunch

October 3............................................................................................................Walk for Westbrook

October 3......................Board Of Education Meeting, 7pm, Fairview

October 4...................................................Walk for Westbrook (Rain Date)

October 9...........................................Ed Foundation Meeting, LRC, 7pm

October 11...........................................................Half Day for 1st Grade Only

October 11.............No school  for Circle of Friends & Kindergarten

October 14...........................................................Columbus day - No School

October 16................................................................................................................................PTO Meeting, LRC, 7pm

Calendar of Events at Westbrook School

Absences/ Emails to School

Please refer to the online         
calendar for a more 
complete list of upcoming 
Westbrook events, and 
other fabulous information 
on our webpage by clicking 
here.

If your child will be absent from school, 
please contact us at (847) 394-7340, Option 
1, to report the absence. 

Also, if there will be any changes in your 
child's daily routine, please send an email to 
your teacher so that she is informed and 
include the Westbrook office 
(WB-Off ice@d57.org). 

Westbrook School 

103 South Busse Road

Mount Prospect, IL  60056

(847) 394-7340

(847) 394-7349-fax

Transportation Questions

Please call First Student 
directly at 847-635-9877 with 
any questions or concerns 
pertaining to bus 
transportation.

Bee Safe, Bee Kind 
Bee Ready t o Learn :) 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=d57.org_vainvnpn19pt3v4tvqn9gusp7s%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=d57.org_vainvnpn19pt3v4tvqn9gusp7s%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago
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Click 
Here

Click 
Here

http://westbrookptod57.weebly.com/
http://westbrookptod57.weebly.com/
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Click

http://www.cr-promotions.com/
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Call ing al l  Westbrook 1st grade gir ls

 interested in joining Daisies for  the 2019-2020 school year !

What: Girl Scout Troop 45947

 When: Fir st Monday of the month

 4:30 p.m.-  6:00 p.m. 

Our  fi r st meeting wi l l  be October  7th 

Where: Gathered Boutique &  Workshop 
117 S. Emerson St

Mount Prospect, IL 60056

Leaders: Laura Pettyjohn, Kour tney Arreguin, Br igid Course

I f you are interested in signing up your  daughter, please complete the fol lowing steps 

by  September  16th, 2019

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

-    1. Register on the council website and pay $25.00 for annual membership. 

https://gir lscouts.secure.force.com/gir l ( Sign up here)

-     2. Please sign up as soon as you can because we have limited space this year. Please do not 

send any paperwork back to Westbrook. Br ing form/ checkbook to the parent meeting on 

9/16!

-     3. Email Laura Pettyjohn at Laura.Pettyjohn@gmail.com to confirm that you have completed 

registration   for your daughter. Any questions, please let us know!

-      4. We will be having a shor t mandatory parent meeting on Monday, September 16, 2019 at 

7:00 p.m. at Gathered Boutique and Workshop to go over the yearly activities, fees, and events.  

( If possible, no kids should attend due to space) 

https://girlscouts.secure.force.com/girl
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